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Three years of work and accomplishments

The current issue of “Letter from Cairo” coincides with the beginning of the fourth year for 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi in office and includes a special report on this topic. The Egyptian 
people, under the leadership of President El-Sisi, who assumed power after an overwhelming 
popular support hitting 96.9 percent in elections on June 8, 2014, are engaged in a fateful battle. 
This battle is aimed at uprooting terrorism which is disguising under the cloak of religion while 
it tarnished the image of religion through its mean bloody acts of terrorism. It is a battle of self-
determination for cementing the state of stability towards a state of building and reconstruction 
in an effort to launch the bases of modern Egypt that is adopting the state-of-the-art scientific 
methods.

A first quick look at the numerous achievements that were realized over the past three years 
attests to a clear vision of the requirements of the current stage and high capability of planning and 
swift implementation of projects to overcome crises and redress imbalances to go ahead with the 
process of reconstruction. Egypt has managed over the past three years to achieve a remarkable 
level of security and stability ending five years of chaos. Egypt has focused over the past three 
years on modernizing its Armed Forces through providing the army with the most recent weapons 
in a way that enables the army to defend all the Egyptian territory. This state of affairs took the 
rank of the Egyptian army on the international rating list to number 14 worldwide.

 Meanwhile, the hand that is carrying the weapon to defend the homeland, was accomplishing 
several achievements at the level of development and reconstruction. These achievements 
included ending the crisis of electricity that has gripped the country since 2011 until 2014, 
through setting up several power stations. Also, about 5,000 kilometers of roads were established 
while other roads are being improved. The sector of housing was not an exception as it has seen 
remarkable improvement through setting up several housing projects, atop of which comes the 
low-cost housing units, in an effort to end the problem of slums. Also, the State is working to set 
up several new cities atop of which comes the new administrative capital.  Achievements over the 
past three years cover also the sectors of water with the government establishing many water and 
sanitary sewage stations in all parts of Egypt. Also, one of the most salient and important projects 
is that of reclaiming 1.5 million feddans to increase the arable land in Egypt together with setting 
up more than 70 grain silos.

 The government is exerting relentless efforts for achieving progress and realizing development 
in a record time in all sectors. The State is also working to maintain the value of the local 
currency and minimize the effect resulting from any increase of the exchange rate on the prices 
of commodities on the local market through providing basic commodities at affordable prices. 

 The administration of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi managed over the past three years 
to protect Egypt against chaos that plagued several countries in the Middle East causing dire 
consequences in these countries. This administration also managed to reformulate the Egyptian 
foreign policy so that Egypt was able to restore its active regional and international role.

Editorial
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World needs comprehensive approach to confront terrorism

Sisi to Arab-Islamic-American Summit in Riyadh:

The Arab-Islamic-American Summit 
was held in the presence of Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz, US President 
Donald Trump and President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi. The summit was also attended 
by 55 officials from Arab and Islamic 
countries to probe a number of regional 
and international files.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said 
terrorism represents a serious threat to 
all peoples of the world. Addressing Arab-
Islamic-American Summit in Riyadh, Sisi 
added that uprooting terrorism requires 
a comprehensive approach that includes 
political, ideological and developmental 
dimensions, alongside military and 
security measures.

The President said Egypt’s battle is 
part of the global war against terrorism. 
He affirmed the country’s commitment 
to defeating the terrorist groups and 
helping its allies in the battle against these 
organizations worldwide. Sisi described 

Riyadh summit as an opportunity to renew 
the partnership between the Arab and 
Islamic countries and the United States, 
thus closing the path to the illusions of the 
advocates of the clash of civilizations, who 
do not perceive the relationship between 
peoples except as a conflict in which one 
side opposes the other and fail to realize 
the true significance of the diversity of 
civilizations and cultures by promoting 
the values of cooperation, tolerance, and 
acceptance of the others.

Sisi delivered a four-point vision 
aiming at uprooting terrorism. Firstly; 
confronting all terrorist organizations 
means confronting all terror groups 
worldwide as a network that has many 
links, including ideology, funding, as 
well as military, information and security 
coordination, the President said. We 
have to confront all terror groups in a 
comprehensive and simultaneous manner 
on all fronts all over the world, he added. 

Sisi said Egypt is engaged 
in a daily war against 
terrorist organizations 
in North Sinai, achieving 
continuous victories and 
steady progress, and is 
keen on uprooting terrorism 
with minimal losses, while 
preserving the lives of the 
civilians.

Second; the comprehensive 
war on terrorism necessarily 
means confronting all 
aspects of the phenomenon 
of terrorism in terms of 
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President said, noting that destabilizing 
national state institutions would provide 
a suitable environment for terrorist 
organizations. He also affirmed the need 
to meeting the aspirations and the will 
of peoples by enhancing the march of 
political, economic and social reform, 
boosting the values of good governance 
and human rights, promoting the rule 
of law and citizenship, as well as the 
respect for and the empowerment of 
young people. 

Sisi said that Egypt presented a 
historic model over the past few years 
in peacefully restoring its national 
institutions by activating the popular 
will in the face of all plots against the 
Egyptian state which aimed at changing 
its national identity. Cairo fully supports 
all efforts to resolve the crises of the 
region, so as to preserve the unity 
and sovereignty of states and protect 
them from the forces of extremism and 
sectarian divisions, the President added.

He said Egypt categorically rejects 
all attempts to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the Arab and Islamic countries. 
He also stressed the need for a just and 
lasting solution to the Palestinian cause 
on the basis a two-state solution and 
the relevant provisions of international 

funding, armament, as well as political 
and ideological support, the President 
affirmed. The President referred to those 
who have links to terrorism . According 
to him, they are those who provide safe 
havens for terrorist organizations to train 
fighters, treat the wounded, and make 
replacement of their equipment and 
fighters, alongside those who buy natural 
resources seized by terrorists, collude with 
them through antiquities and drug trade, 
provide them with financial donations, 
offer them chances to appear via media 
outlets, and refuse to provide INTERPOL 
with information and databases of foreign 
terror fighters.

Third; we have to eliminate the ability 
of terrorist organizations to recruit new 
fighters by confronting it comprehensively 
at the ideological and intellectual levels, 
Sisi said, adding that his initiative to 
renew religious discourse, launched two 
years ago, would lead to an intellectual 
revolution to show the inherent essence 
of the tolerant Islam and face attempts to 
hijack religion through misinterpretations 
aiming at justifying crimes that have 
nothing to do with the teachings of Islam.

Fourth; restoring and strengthening the 
unity, independence and efficiency of the 
national institutions of the Arab states, the 

Photo of participant leaders at Arab Islamic American Summit  in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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legitimacy, thus providing a new reality 
for all the peoples of the region, enjoying 
prosperity, peace and security. Sisi affirmed 
that a comprehensive confrontation with 
terrorism, as mentioned in the Egyptian 
vision, must be the basis for a new phase 
of cooperation between all countries 
and peoples worldwide. He expressed 
confidence that the United States was 
able to contribute to the qualitative shift 
required internationally in implementing 
the overall strategy to uproot terrorism. 

Sisi, Trump confer on strategic partnership

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi met 
with his US counterpart Donald Trump 
in Riyadh to discuss means to enhance 
the strategic partnership between 
their countries. They also talked about 
cooperation between Cairo and Washington 
to face common challenges, atop of which 
terrorism.  Trump was pleased with Egypt’s 
effective efforts to counter terrorism and 
extremism.  He also praised efforts exerted 
by President Sisi to restore security and 
stability in Egypt.  Trump told Sisi he is 
looking forward to visiting Egypt soon. 
Sisi stressed that Egypt’s ties with the 
US are strategic and important, adding 
that cooperation between Egypt and the 
US contributes to maintaining peace and 
security in the region. 

The meeting also tackled topics on the 

agenda of the Arab-Islamic-American 
summit, with Sisi stressing the need to 
send a strong message urging all states 
not to interfere in the domestic affairs 
of others, to renounce violence, and to 
respect the different faiths. 
Sisi stresses Egypt’s support for restoring 
stability, security in Iraq

Iraq is the cornerstone of the Arab 
security and Egypt is keen on backing 
efforts meant to restore security and 
stability in the sisterly Arab country, said 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi during a 
meeting held at his residence in Riyadh, 
with Iraq’s President Fuad Masum.

Sisi stressed Egypt’s keenness on 
boosting the distinguished and strong 
relationships binding the two countries, 
pointing out to the historical ties linking 
the two countries.

He further asserted Egypt’s full support 
for the unity of Iraq and its sovereignty.

President Masum, for his part, 
underlined the depth of 
the time-honored relations 
binding the two countries, 
noting that his country is keen 
on improving cooperation with 
Egypt in all spheres.

M a s u m  e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation of Egypt’s 
support for his country as well 
as its pivotal role in light of 
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being the pillar of security and stability 
of the Arab world. Meanwhile, President 
Sisi welcomed the progress achieved in 
this regard, stressing Egypt’s support for 
efforts aimed at achieving a real national 
reconciliations along with uprooting 
terrorism.
Sisi, Tajik president mull promoting 
bilateral ties

 President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi had talks  
with Tajik President Emomali Rahmon 
on bolstering bilateral ties. During the 
meeting, Sisi voiced Egypt’s keenness 
on promoting relations with Dushanbe 
and exchange expertise in the various 
fields. Rahmon, for his part, expressed his 
appreciation of Egyptian-Tajik relations, 
saying he was closely following up the 
latest developments in Egypt over the past 
three years and Egypt’s success in restoring 
its pioneering position in the region and 
the world. The two leaders also stressed 
the importance of boosting economic 
cooperation and trade exchange between 
the two countries. They also discussed 
promoting international efforts to uproot 
terrorism, underlining the importance of 
culture, military and security cooperation 
on this score. The two leaders also stressed 
the importance of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif’s 
role in disseminating the upright teachings 
of Islam and purging erroneous thoughts 
that have nothing to do with Islam. 

Sisi, Burkina Faso president discuss promoting 
cooperation 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi had a 
meeting with Burkina Faso President Roch 
Marc Christian Kaboré on means of boosting 
cooperation with all African countries in all 
domains. During the meeting, President Sisi 
lauded Kaboré’s efforts to shore up stability 
in Ouagadougou after the transitional 
stage was completed. Kaboré, for his 
part, extolled Egypt’s historic role in the 
African continent, voicing his appreciation 
of deeply-rooted ties between the two 
countries. During the meeting, Sisi voiced 
Egypt’s keenness on offering assistance to 
Burkina Faso in the medical field through 
training programs offered by the Egyptian 
Agency of Partnership for Development 
(EAPD).They also discussed a raft of issues 
and challenges to African countries, topped 
by the danger of terrorism.

World center for fighting terrorism inaugurated

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi took part 
in the inauguration of the world center for 
fighting terrorism in Riyadh. Sisi showed 
up in the event along with Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud and other 
heads of state and delegations after the 
Arab-Islamic-American Summit activities 
wrapped up. The center will tackle the 
extremist thoughts and develop ways for 
countering them, along with enhancing 
moderate culture and cooperation with 
the international community in the face 
of such a phenomenon.
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Since President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi has taken office three years ago, 
Egypt has faced remarkable challenges atop of which is the safeguarding 
of the State and its national institutions, a goal which has been by far 
realized. Thanks to the support of the people, Egypt is steadfast in the 
face of terror and is continuing the march of development at different 
levels. In addition, Egypt’s foreign policy has undergone remarkable 
changes: the country’s effective role in the Arab World was restored; 
balanced relationships with the major world powers were maintained; and 
most importantly Egypt’s role in Africa was given a boost. In this regard, 
President El-Sisi embarked on tours to Arab, African, Asian and European 
countries either to develop bilateral relationships or to participate in 
regional and international summits and forums. 

In Africa, El-Sisi visited Sudan, Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia with the 
goal of enhancing bilateral relationships, promoting regional security and 
stability and maintaining Egypt’s interests in the Nile. He also participated 
in the 27th African Union Summit in Kigali, Rwanda, the 28th African 
Union Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and the 4th Afro-Arab Summit 

Egypt on right track despite challenges

On the threshold of 4th year in office..
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On the threshold of 4th year in office..

in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea. At the 
Arab level, President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi chaired Egypt’s delegation to 
the Arab Summit in Jordan within the 
country’s continued efforts to protect 
Arab national security and overcome 
the current challenges and difficulties 
in the region.  

In Asia, the President visited China 
to participate in the G20 Summit and 
he took the opportunity to build on the 
growing partnership between Egypt 
and China. He also visited India to set 
the basis for a stronger relationship 
with the country that is foreseen as the 
major Asian power in the next decade. 

Recently, President El-Sisi 
embarked on a tour to the Gulf region 
that included Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
the UAE and Bahrain. The goal was to 

reach a common understanding on 
the current crises facing the region. 
In April 2017, President El-Sisi 
visited the United States of America 
and managed to put back Egyptian- 
American relationship on track. On 
May 20, 2017, he went to Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia to participate in the 
proceedings of the Islamic-American 
Summit aimed at combating extremism 
and terror.   A copy of speech 

delivered by 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi during 
the Summit has been handed to the 
United Nations Security Council 
and General Assembly as an ‘official 
document’. The speech embodies 
Egypt’s vision on counter-terrorism 
strategy. The General Assembly is 
expected, in turn, to re-distribute 
the speech among the member states.

At the internal level, President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi has been keen 
on strengthening the economy via 
launching a number of mega projects, 
including the New Suez Canal, 
ports, national road network, Al-
Dabaa Nuclear Power Plant, and 
establishing the new Administrative 
Capital among others. These 
projects aim at boosting the living 
standards of citizens and attracting 
new investments into the country. 
Modernization of the Egyptian 
Armed Forces has been on top of the 
President’s agenda, as Egypt signed 
arms deals with different world 
powers to maintain the position of 
the Egyptian Army as one of the most 
powerful armies in the world. The 
Presidential Leadership Program 
was launched to provide training 

for excellent youth cadres 
and empower them 



10

to assume positions at different 
executive levels.

To turn Egypt into a regional 
hub for oil and gas trading, Egypt 
hosted the largest international 
gas and oil exhibition in February 
2017 “EGYPS”. The event drew 
participants from major world 
corporations in the field as well as 
representatives from France, Britain, 
China, Italy, the UAE, and South 
Korea. In health sector, the Egyptian 
Ministry of Health has taken steps 
toward “A Hepatitis C Free Egypt”, 
as 580,000 patients were already 
cured. 

Egypt launches new administrative capital.

Egypt seeks to bolster the fishing industry.

Petrochemicals complex at Egyptian 
Ethylene and Derivatives Company .

President Sisi and youths plant a tree. Al-Asmarat City project located in 
Mokattam District.
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President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and 
Saudi King Salman bin Abdel Aziz have 
agreed on the need to act to counter 
attempts to interfere in Arab affairs in 
order to protect Arab national security. 
Efforts should be exerted to boost Arab 
cooperation and unity in the face of 
challenges to be able to restore security 
and stability in countries of conflict, the 
two leaders said. 

King Salman said Riyadh is keen on 
enhancing coordination with Cairo in a 
way that better serves the best interests 
of the Arab and Muslim peoples. Saudi 
Arabia stands by the side of Egypt in 
its fight against terrorism, he assured 
President Sisi who said he greatly 
appreciates strategic ties between Cairo 
and Riyadh.  Sisi added he is keen on 
boosting bilateral relations with Saudi 
Arabia in a way that would contribute to 
enhancing joint Arab action in the face of 
challenges, atop of which terrorism. The two 
leaders also agreed on the importance of 
developing investment relations between 
their countries. President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi invited Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdel Aziz to visit Egypt. The Saudi King 
welcomed the invitation and promised to 
visit Cairo as soon as possible. 

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry held 
a meeting with his Saudi counterpart 
Adel al-Jubeir at the Saudi Foreign 
Ministry HQ in Riyadh, on the sidelines 
of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s visit to 
Saudi Arabia. The two-hour talks, tackled 
issues of mutual concern as well as means 
of boosting ties in various fields. The 

Sisi, Salman stress importance of 
countering attempts to interfere in 

Arab affairs

meeting also touched on the regional 
developments, topped by the Syrian, 
Yemeni, and Libyan crises, in addition 
to concerting efforts for fighting 
terrorism and extremism. The two top 
diplomats stressed the deeply-rooted 
bilateral strategic relations and the 
keenness of both countries on enhancing 
coordination in the coming period to 
overcome the Arab national security 
challenges. The meeting reflected that 
both sides shared identical viewpoints 
on priorities of solving regional crises. 
It also proved a common political 
willingness to enhance bilateral ties 
with the aim of serving the best interests 
of the peoples of both countries.

 President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi with Saudi Arabia’s King Salman.
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 Abu Dhabi CP hails Egypt role to

achieve regional stability

President El-Sisi had talks with Sheikh 
Mohamed Bin Zayed al- Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
who welcomed Sisi and asserted that Egypt 
was of a special status for the UAE and 
its people. The Abu Dhabi CP stressed his 
country’s constant support to Egypt at all 
levels in order to achieve the Egyptian 
people’s aspirations of stability and 
development. The UAE leader reaffirmed 
that Egypt’s stability was key for the whole 
region thanks to Cairo’s strategic and 
historic depth for the Arab world.

He voiced hope President Sisi’s visit 
to the UAE would promote cooperation 
between the two countries and usher new 
horizons to meet the aspirations of their 
peoples, adding that the visit shows the 
strength of the bilateral relations and 
embodies keenness of both countries’ 
leaderships on contact and coordination 
to serve their interests.

President Sisi, for his part, said he was 
pleased to visit the UAE, stressing Egypt’s 
praise for the relations and cooperation with 
the UAE. Sisi also voiced appreciation for 
the UAE support to the will of the Egyptian 
people, calling for more efforts to promote 
the ties at all levels. He said the current 
stage imposes great challenges on all Arab 
countries that require collaborative efforts 
to cement the Arab national security. Sisi 
reviewed during the meeting ongoing 
development projects in Egypt particularly 
new cities and infrastructure in the fields 
of energy and transportation.

The Abu Dhabi CP hailed Egypt’s efforts 
to bring about stability in the region and 
reach solution for its crises in addition to its 
efforts to combat terrorism and extremism 
which target security and stability of 
Egypt and the whole region. He stressed 
the Egyptian people’s ability to combat 
terrorist acts and schemes.

The talks between Sisi and the Abu 
Dhabi CP also tackled the developments 
in the region including the crises in Syria, 
Yemen and Libya in addition to challenges 
that face the Arab world and some foreign 
powers’ interference to disturb the security 
and stability of the Arab countries. 

Sisi’s visit to the Gulf country comes 
within the framework of the strong relations 
binding Egypt and the UAE, which in 
turn could help push forward bilateral 
cooperation in different fields.  Also, it 
underscores the two states’ keenness to 
promote bilateral coordination on how to 
deal with several challenges facing the 
Arab nation, with the aim of strengthening 
Arab joint action and preserving Arab 
national security.

President Sisi with Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed al- Nahyan.
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Sisi: Gulf security integral to Egypt's
President Abdel Fattah 

El-Sisi stressed that the 
security of the Arab Gulf is 
an integral part of Egypt’s 
security. In a meeting 
with Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
Sabah al-Ahmed al-Jaber 
al-Sabah, Sisi said Egypt 
stands by the side with Gulf 
countries in the face of any 
regional or international 
challenges. Sheikh Sabah 
hailed as “pivotal” the role 
Egypt plays in support of 
Gulf and Arab security 
and stability. The Kuwaiti 
Emir greatly appreciated 
Egypt’s contributions to 
the development process in his country.  
Sisi spoke highly of Kuwait’s supportive 
stances toward Egypt and the will of the 
Egyptian people. The talks took up means 
of boosting bilateral relations, as well 
as preparations for an upcoming joint 
committee meeting. The two leaders also 
discussed regional and international 
issues of mutual concern. They talked 
about joint efforts to counter terrorism 
and stressed the need to unify world 
efforts to reach political settlements to 
conflicts in the region. President Sisi 
invited Sheikh Sabah to visit Egypt, noting 
that the Kuwaiti Emir promised to do so 
in the near future. 

Egyptian-Kuwaiti summit discusses boosting 

bilateral cooperation in all fields

Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad 
al-Jaber al-Sabah held talks with 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi at Bayan 

Palace. Sisi- Al Sabah talks touched on 
ways of boosting bilateral ties at all levels 
and cementing all aspects of cooperation 
in various fields.

Kuwaiti Crown Prince Nawaf al-
Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah, First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah al-Khaled al-Hamad al-
Sabah and other senior Kuwait officials 
attended the talks along with the official 
delegation accompanying the Egyptian 
president during his Gulf tour that later 
took him to Bahrain. Also, the two sides 
discussed means to support joint Arab 
action and develop ties among Arab 
states. Talks were held in “cordial” and “ 
friendly” atmosphere which reflected the 
good relations binding the two countries 
and their resolve to further upgrade their 
current relations in all fields.

President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi and Emir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah.
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President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi met with senior Kuwaiti 
officials at his residence in 
Bayan Palace. Sisi received 
Kuwaiti Prime Minister 
Sheikh Jaber al-Mubarak 
al-Hamad al-Sabah, who 
hailed as distinguished the 
Egyptian-Kuwaiti relations. 
Sisi appreciated the level of 
relations maintained between Egypt and 
Kuwait under the leadership of Emir 
Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah. 
He also commended close bilateral 
cooperation as a model for Arab countries.

The President reviewed the economic 
reform program implemented by the 
Egyptian government, as well as measures 
taken to provide an attractive climate for 
investments, referring to the national 
projects launched by the country, which 
offer diverse investment opportunities 
in many areas. For his part, the Kuwaiti 
premier praised Cairo’s recent economic 
reforms, stressing Kuwait’s keenness 
on enhancing bilateral cooperation in 
all fields and activating the Egyptian-
Kuwaiti joint committee, which is 
scheduled to hold its next meeting during 
November in Kuwait, thus contributing to 
the development of economic and trade 
cooperation between the two countries.

Sisi, then, received Kuwaiti Parliament 
Speaker Marzouq al-Ghanim and a 
number of National Assembly lawmakers. 
He affirmed Egypt’s keenness to enhance 
bilateral cooperation with Kuwait 
at various levels, especially in the 
parliamentary field, through exchanging 
visits and experiences between the 

lawmakers of the two countries, praising 
the democratic experience in Kuwait, and 
the important role played by the National 
Assembly in enriching the political and 
parliamentary life in Kuwait. For his part, 
Ghanim expressed his hope that Sisi’s 
visit would help develop the existing 
bilateral cooperation frameworks. He 
described Egypt as the heart of the Arab 
world and a cornerstone of its security 
and stability.

Sisi also received First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Sabah al-Khaled al-Hamad al-
Sabah. The President said the current 
stage requires more Arab solidarity so 
as to enable the Arab nations to face 
the current common challenges. He also 
affirmed the importance of addressing 
the attempts to intervene in the affairs 
of Arab countries, and the need for 
continued coordination and intensive 
consultation between the two countries.

The Kuwaiti foreign minister affirmed 
his country’s keenness to continue close 
coordination with Egypt at various levels, 
especially within the framework of the 
United Nations and other international 
forums. The meeting also dealt with 
recent regional developments.

Sisi meets senior Kuwaiti officials on boosting relations

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi meets with Foreign Minister of Kuwait.
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President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi received 
Director General of the 
Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development 
(KFAED) Abdel Wahab 
al-Bader at his residence 
in Kuwait. Sisi said 
the fund contributes 
to the implementation 
of many development 
projects in Egypt. The 
President posted Bader 
on Egypt’s economic 
reform program and 
measures taken by the government to alleviate the impacts of reform on most-
in-need people. Efforts are also being exerted to improve the business climate 
and attract more investments, Sisi was quoted as saying.  Bader assured Sisi 
that the fund is keen on supporting Egypt and providing finances to implement 
development projects there.  He praised “courageous” steps taken by Cairo to 
achieve economic reform in the country.

Sisi meets members of Egyptian-Kuwaiti Cooperation Council

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi held a meeting with members of the Egyptian-
Kuwaiti Economic Cooperation Council on promoting economic cooperation 
between the two countries. During the meeting, Sisi hailed the Council’s role 
since its establishment in November 2015 in boosting economic ties between 
the two countries. The President asserted Egypt’s keenness on keeping open 
the channels of communication with Kuwaiti investors to remove all obstacles 
facing them, stressing the private sector’s role in fostering economic cooperation 
between the two countries.

President Sisi also reviewed with the Kuwaiti side national projects carried 
out in Egypt, topped by the Suez Canal Area Development Project, as well as 
measures taken to improve the investment climate in the country, including the 
adoption of the new investment law.

For their part, the Council’s members welcomed Sis’s visit to Kuwait, expressing 
keenness on beefing up Kuwaiti investments in Egypt. They also lauded steps 
taken by the Egyptian government to reform the country’s economy and help 
improve the business climate.

Sisi meets KFAED Director General
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Egypt is keen on promoting bilateral ties with Bahrain in the various spheres 
in order to attain joint interests between the two countries, said President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi, underlining the importance of confronting attempts to meddle 
in the Arab countries' affairs. The security of the Arab Gulf is part and parcel of 
Egypt's security, he stressed during his talks with Bahraini King Hamad bin Issa 
al-Khalifa. Sisi also thanked the Bahrini King for the warm reception, affirming 
the close ties binding Egypt and Bahrain.

President Sisi and the Bahraini King held bilateral talks followed by an 
expanded session which included the two countries' delegations. The Bahraini 
King hailed Egypt's pioneering role in the region, adding that Egypt spares no 
effort to support the Gulf countries and the whole Arab world. Egypt is always 
keen to undertake its role as a main pillar for security and stability, he added. 

The talks dealt with ways of boosting bilateral ties between the two countries 
and a host of regional and international issues of mutual interest.  At the end 
of talks, the Bahraini King bestowed on President Sisi the Issa bin Salman al-
Khalifa's Order of Merit-Excellence Class in appreciation of Egypt's continued 
support to Bahrain.

 Sisi: Egypt keen on promoting

 ties with Bahrain

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi decorated Bahrain’s highest order “Sheikh Isa 
Al-Khalifa” in Manama by King Hamed Al-Khalifa.
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Bahraini king grants President Sisi Issa al-

Khalifa's Order of Merit-Excellence Class

Bahraini King Sheikh Hamad bin Issa 
al-Khalifa bestowed on President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi the Issa bin Salman al-
Khalifa's Order of Merit-Excellence 
Class in appreciation of Egypt's continued 
support to Bahrain. The move also came 
in appreciation of the distinguished ties 
binding the two countries along with 
efforts exerted by President Sisi to 
promote bilateral cooperation to attain 
Arab unity. 
Sisi, Bahraini parl't spokesman review 
bilateral cooperation

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
received at his residence in Manama 
Speaker of the Council of Representatives 
Ahmed bin Ibrahim al-Mulla. Sisi 
stressed Egypt's keenness on enhancing 
cooperation with Bahrain in all domains, 
especially the parliamentary score. He 
underscored Egypt's commitment to 
supporting Bahrain and maintaining the 
security of Bahrain and other Gulf states, 
underlining that maintaining security 
and stability of Gulf states represent 
a top priority for Egypt. Mulla hailed 
Sisi's visit as opening new vistas of 
cooperation between the two countries, 

highlighting the depth of Cairo-Manama 
ties. He hailed Egypt's role in maintaining 
stability and security of Bahrain and other 
Arab states, commending Egypt's efforts 
to close Arab ranks. Mulla accentuated 
that Egypt will remain strong and will 
always be an example of coexistence and 
national unity, voicing hope the Egypt 
and Bahrain would boost parliamentary 
cooperation and exchange expertise.
Sisi meets Bahraini culture minister

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi had a 
meeting with Bahraini Culture Minister 
Sheikha Mai bint Mohammed al-Khalifa 
on boosting cultural cooperation and 
exchange between the two countries. 
During the meeting, Sisi voiced his 
appreciation of deeply-rooted ties 
between Egypt and Bahrain at all 
levels. Sisi also hailed Bahrain's cultural 
openness and richness, saying he is 
looking forward to organizing cultural 
activities between the two countries to 
promote intercultural communication at 
the popular level. For her part, Sheikha 
Mai underscored time-honored ties 
between the two countries, saying Egypt 
is a beacon of culture for the Arab nation. 
She voiced hope to further promoting 
cultural cooperation between the two 
countries in the coming stage. 

Attracting investment, improving business environment tops Sisi’s visit to Bahrain. 
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Sisi: Egypt will grow by work, sacrifice & unity 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi asserted that Egypt 
would achieve aspired progress only by the hands of 
its people, work, more production, unity, patience and 
sacrifices. “The fate of Egypt is not in the hands of the 
army or police, but in the hands of its people,” Sisi 
told a session of the youth conference held in Ismailia. 
Commenting during the session which tackled the 
responsibility of the State and society toward prices, 
the President called for collective efforts to face the 
soaring prices.

“If we were the cause of high prices, inflation rates 
and economic problems, then we are ready now to leave 
the field and go, so others will offer solutions!,” he said.

He stressed that “These problems have accumulated 
over more than 50 years when officials were afraid of 
reaction of citizens if they take unpopular economic 
decisions.”

“There was a fake description for Egypt’s problems 
over the past 30 years,” he went on to say, adding “I say 
to youths and citizens who suffer troubles due to recent 
economic reform decisions, if anyone moves in anger he 
will destroy his country and the country of his sons ... I 
will be held to account by Allah for what I said.”

He cited his speech during a meeting with a group 
of youths from the Suez Canal and Sinai regions that 

after the 1967 war, officials 
at that time failed to take 
brave decisions to combat 
the economic problems. “All 
attempts since the era of 
(late leader Gamal) Abdel-
Nasser failed to reduce 
overpopulation ... so you will 
not feel any real progress 
of the overpopulation goes 
on rising by 5.2 percent,” 
said the President. Sisi said 
his strategic goal is for the 
Egyptian State to revive.

He said his speech now was 
the same he made during his 
campaign for the presidential 
elections. “If you compare 
them now, you will find it’s the 
same without any change,” 
he said.

“I said before that the 
State funds are divided into 
four parts: subsidy, wages, 
services and investment,” he 
added, noting that he is keen 
on holding this conference to 
explain the situation and to 
renew pledges for citizens. 
The President swore that 
the army was now playing a 
developmental role in parallel 
to the that of the whole State.

“The Armed Forces are 
playing a huge developmental 
role to maintain the 
foundations of the State after 
the difficult conditions Egypt 
underwent over the recent 
years,” said Sisi.

He hailed and appreciated 
the efforts of the Armed Forces 

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi inaugurated  the Third National Youth 
Conference in the city of Ismailia, commemorating the Sinai Liberation Day.



19

to push forward the development process 
along with its main role to protect the 
country’s borders and combat terrorism.

The President said that increasing 
military capabilities of the Armed Forces 
comes to protect Egypt from growing 
threats in light of unprecedented regional 
troubles in the Middle East.

He called for boosting the State with 
work not words to achieve progress in all 
fields, citing, for example, the 1.5 million 
feddan project.

“The project stayed for one year 
and a half stumbled at the ministries 
of agriculture and irrigation without 
a clear result,” he said. He added that 
“dysfunction is at all institutions.” “I say 
everything in public for the picture to be 
clear,” he said.

The President called on Egyptians to 
bear difficulties and contribute to finding 
solutions whatever the problems were. He 
pointed out to lack of finance for projects 
including the one-million greenhouse 
plan which is estimated to cost EGP20 
billion. “We have stumbled in all fields,” 
he said.

The President thanked and appreciated 
Egyptians who suffered hardships due to 
economic reforms, citing sacrifices of the 
people during the wars Egypt underwent. 
“Egypt will grow only by work of its people 
and their sacrifices,” he said.
Egyptians foiled all attempts meant to 
push Egypt into dark tunnel  

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said 
Egyptians have foiled all attempts meant to 
push Egypt into a dark tunnel. Addressing 
a session of the youth conference held 
in Ismailia, Sisi hailed awareness of 
Egyptians, saying it grew over the recent 
years to thwart all schemes to destabilize 
the country. During the session, Sisi replied 
to questions that have been received by 
the “Ask President” initiative which was 
launched by the conference.

Sisi said “what Egypt is witnessing now 
is the way out of the difficult situation 
of the Egyptian economy.” “All countries 
underwent hardships and exerted serious 
attempt to overcome them. They resorted 
to difficult solutions,” he added, voicing 
appreciation for citizens for bearing the 
consequences of soaring prices. President 

President Sisi arrives in the city of Ismailia at the headquarters of the National Conference of Youth.
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Sisi said the State has taken all measures to protect its 
people who have managed to foil plots set to destabilize 
the country. 

The President urged the international community 
to take concrete steps in confronting state sponsors of 
terrorism. Over the past few years, terror groups have 
received great deal of financial support and arms, the 
President told a session of the youth conference held in 
Ismailia. 

The President added nobody was requested to change 
his ideology, but this ideology should not be used it in 
hurting the Egyptian people.  He asserted his respect to 
opposition groups, noting that they have to work to serve 
the best interests of the country.

The President said the State is serious in combating 
corruption. “There is a real will for that,” the President 
told the session of the youth conference. He added that 
control bodies worked with full freedom over the recent 
period. “There is no interference in the work of the control 
bodies,” said Sisi, adding “we support all bodies in the 
state to combat terrorism.” He argued that control was 
a joint process between the State and the society. “We 
are serious in combating corruption,” the President 
reaffirmed. Sisi called on Egyptians to double work and 
insist to succeed.

The President said the State backs all parties and 
political powers in the country to play their roles. Asked 
about the issue of Sanafir and Tiran islands, the President 
said that the aspect of approving the agreement went 
ahead and that the Saudi side agreed that Egypt is a state 
of institutions and the state must respect rulings of the 
judiciary. Sisi stressed that he acted honestly in the issue.

Sisi attends Egyptian economy 
simulation session on 3rd day 
of youth conference

President Abdel Fatah El-
Sisi attended the activities of 
the last day of the National 
Youth Conference. Today’s 
activities include an Egyptian 
economy simulation session 
that began by screening a 
documentary film on the 
Egyptian economy from 1952 
to 1991.

Addressing the session, head 
of the Administrative Control 
Authority (ACA) Mohamed 
Erfan reviewed Egypt’s 
economic track over the past 65 
years from 1952 to 2017. He 
said a group of young people, 
either they were academics or 
working in the private sector, 
will expound their visions 
as regards the future of the 
national economy, hoping the 
gathering will come up with 
recommendations that can be 
applied in the future.

Another documentary on 
the development of Egypt’s 
economic conditions between 
January 25 Revolution and June 
30 Revolution was screened.

During the Egyptian 
economy simulation session, a 
group of young people, some of 
them PhD holders and others 
owners of small companies, 
reviewed their ideas to develop 
the national economy and 
increase production rates.

They called for facilitating 
regulations organizing the 
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establishment of projects and companies, 
enhancing interaction between the State 
and citizens, fair distribution of economic 
reforms’ fruits, forming a strong mechanism 
to fight financial and administrative 
corruption and achieving efficiency in 
resources management.

They also called for honing skills 
of manpower to meet market needs, 
improving health and educational 
services, encouraging small and medium-
sized projects, increasing competitive 
capabilities of the Egyptian economy 
through scientific research and carrying 
out more administrative and legislative 
reforms.

A documentary on daily problems facing 
Egyptians and government efforts to solve 
them was also screened during the session.
Misr entrepreneurship co. set up to boost 
youths’ projects 

Investment and International 
Cooperation Minister Sahar Nasr said 
that Misr Entrepreneurship company 
was established at investments of 451 
million pounds to boost direct and indirect 
investments in emerging companies and 

small-sized ones. The company, Nasr said, 
also aims at backing investments in business 
incubators and risk capital management 
funds. Nasr was speaking on the sidelines 
of the third periodical National Youth 
Conference which was held in Ismailia 
under the sponsorship of President Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi.

The newly-established company will 
certainly help in securing funds for emerging 
companies directly or indirectly, she said, 
noting that the new Investment Bill, which 
is now being examined by the economic 
committee of the House of Representatives, 
will offer all support for small and medium-
sized projects.

Also, the ministry is in full coordination 
with the International Finance Foundation 
to boost small and medium-sized enterprises 
that help create many jobs and improve 
Egyptians’ living standards. Nasr said 
providing jobs to young people is one of 
goals of the Egyptian economic reform 
program as youths make up 40 percent of 
Egyptian society. 
Youth group to follow up development of 
governmental performance formed

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
underlined the need for proposals that can 
be implemented on the ground in order to 
advance governmental performance. This 
came in a session held under the rubric 
“simulation of Egypt’s economy phases’’ 
which was held as part of the Third National 
Youth Conference.

President Sisi, meanwhile, suggested 
forming a working group of youths who 
spoke during the session in order to follow 
up the development of the governmental 
performance and transfer the proposals to 
working programs. 

He also urged the youths, who took 
part in the session, to attend all the youth 
conferences and talk about their proposals 

President Sisi attends closing session of 3rd National Youth Conference.
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which can be implemented on the ground. 
President Sisi also hailed the youths 

who are in the presidential program for 
the rehabilitation of young leaderships. 
He further welcomed the third batch of the 
program, which groups 500 youths who will 
take part in the future in the development 
programs and modernize the Egyptian 
society.

“You are talking about the importance 
of implementing proposals on the ground 
along with easing bureaucracy through the 
directorates in the various governorates,” 
he added. 

He also said that there are ministers and 
officials who are doing this mission but 
they find themselves faced by obstacles 
including bureaucracy and laws.

He went on to ask the academic youths 
to join this mission with the ministers in 
order to find practical solutions to various 
problems. 
Inviting world’s youth to attend conference 
in Egypt is “wonderful” idea

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said 
that the idea of inviting youth from the 
African and Arab countries to participate 
in a conference on the youth 
in Egypt is a “wonderful” idea. 
This remark came during the 
third day of the third periodical 
Youth Conference.

Sisi underlined that the youth 
conference and the presidential 
program for qualifying youths 
will go on, adding that those who 
graduated from the program 
work now in the cabinet and 
presidency.

The President affirmed that 
he wish benefiting from the 
youth because they are more 
enthusiastic, pointing out that 

they are the hope of Egypt. They should be 
ready to shoulder the responsibility and 
defend the homeland, he reiterated.

Leaders and cadres will be chosen from 
the youth who joined the presidential 
program, Sisi underscored, adding that 
a group of them are being prepared now 
where governors and ministers will be 
selected from them.

He expressed hope that the next youth 
conference tackle more important issues 
with detail so as to maximize the benefit 
from this event.
Sisi takes part in “Ask President” session 
on sidelines of youth conference

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi took part 
in the “Ask President” session, held as part 
of the youth conference held in Ismailia. 
During the session, Sisi replied to questions 
that have been received by the “Ask 
President” initiative which was launched 
by the conference. Most of the questions 
touched upon the current economic 
conditions. Sisi greatly appreciated that 
Egyptians endure the current economic 
conditions and the rising prices.  He noted 
that a huge amount of the state’s resources 

President Abdel Fattah E- Sisi honored Special Olympics World Winter 
Games athlete .
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is allocated for the debt 
service, pointing out that 
public debt has reached 
EGP 3.4 trillion. 

The President asserted 
that the increasing 
population growth of 
2.5% per year requires 
a high annual economic 
growth that should be 8% 
at least.  “The economic 
reform program is going 
well,” Sisi said, pointing 
out that the exchange rate 
liberalization led to lower 
imports and higher exports.  
As for fighting corruption, 
Sisi stressed the real will of 
the State to fight corruption 
and that the country control 
bodies are fully supported 
to freely fight corruption. 

O n  t h e  l a t e s t 
developments regarding the 
war on terror, the President 
said that certain parties 
support and finance terrorism, pointing 
out that the army and police significantly 
succeeded in besieging and weakening 
terrorist groups. During the session, the 
president stressed that the judiciary is fully 
independent and its rulings are binding 
on all and must be respected.  He also 
stressed his respect for the opposition and 
his support for all parties and Egyptian 
political powers. 
590,171 questions to Sisi via “Ask the 
President” initiative in 4 days

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi received 
about 590,171 questions via “Ask the 
President” platform which allowed people 
to directly contact the president over four 
days. About 25 percent of total participants 
came from Cairo in addition to 12,78 and 

12,68 respectively from Alexandria and the 
Canal and Nile Delta regions. Out of this 
number, 46 percent of questions were raised 
by female participants with remarkable 
focus on economic issues. The initiative 
was launched as an online platform via 
which the president gave answers during 
the National Youth Conference held in 
Ismailia on April 25-27, 2017. 
President Sisi says he has confidence in 
Egyptians’ potentials

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said that 
he believes that the Egyptian people have 
the potentials to achieve their aspirations. 
Addressing the closing session of the 3rd 
edition of the National Youth Conference, 
President Sisi said his belief was built on 
keen study of the history of a country that 
was honored by God in the Holy Quran 

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi during his three-day visit to Ismailia attending 
a youth dialogue conference.
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and provided shelter to Prophets Jesus 
and Moses. 

The President highlighted the anniversary 
of Sinai Liberation when Egyptian people 
stood side by side in fierce military and 
diplomatic fights to maintain the state’s 
sovereignty. He urged people to take lessons 
from history and recall means of success to 
build real democracy and to maintain the 
rule of law, adding the country is facing 
security, economic and political challenges 
at domestic levels and sweeping changes 
hitting the region. 

Egypt is endeavoring to overcome all 
these challenges while being engaged in 
real war against terrorism and corruption. 
He warned that terrorism has become 
more sophisticated and uses advanced 
techniques to impose threats at the regional 
and international levels. The Egyptian 
State is determined to fight terrorists who 
manipulated religious teachings to kill 
innocent people and destroy nations, he 
added. 

President Sisi called on the international 
community to exert more efforts and 
assume responsibility for fighting terrorism 
and extremism via security, cultural and 
political techniques. 

In the same context, he warned states 
sponsoring terrorism, which helped 
the killers to spread evil and continue 
committing crimes against humanity. 
Also, he asserted that Cairo would not give 
up taking revenge from terror sponsors 
who helped assailants to kill innocent 
Egyptians. 

He said the second challenge facing the 
country is ‘corruption’ that keeps hindering 
development efforts and undermines 
attempts to launch a comprehensive 
development process.  The President 
added the conference is a success story for 
youths who have to maintain sustainability 
of dialogue and widen participation to 
exchange views and experience. 

Addressing the conferees, he announced 
a national academy would be established 
in Sharm el-Sheikh to provide training for 
youths in cooperation with international 
institutes and centers. 

Also, he called on youths from all over 
the world to accept invitation and attend 
next annual conference slated for October 
2017, in Sharm el-Sheikh. 

The President announced the year 2018 
would be a year for people with disabilities. 

The city of Ismailia hosts the third National Youth Conference under the auspices of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi.
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Brave steps toward financial reform

Major international financial institutions have cited positive prospects for the Egyptian 
economy in 2017. Egypt has managed to secure a three-year $12 billion loan from the 
International Monetary Fund, a move that aimed at increasing confidence in the Egyptian 
economy and luring foreign investments. In a report, credit rating agency Fitch has 
confirmed that the “The Egyptian pound has strengthened 20% against the US dollar 
since late December, reversing some of its losses following November’s flotation.” The 
report also added that “Completion of the first review of the IMF program before end-
June would release another USD1.25bn, further boosting reserves and economic and 
investor confidence.”

For its part, PricewaterhouseCoopers, headquartered in London, has released a brave 
report that forecasts Egypt to surpass Canada’s economy and move to place No. 15 in 
the list of the most powerful economies by 2050: “By 2050, emerging economies such 
as Mexico and Indonesia are likely to be larger than the UK and France, while Pakistan 
and Egypt could overtake Italy and Canada.” According to the PwC report, Egypt’s 
economy will grow at an average rate of 5% between 2016 and 2020. The country’s 
GDP is projected to reach $4.3 trillion, and its population is estimated to grow to 151.1 
million by 2050. Meanwhile, BNP Paribas forecasts an improvement in the Egyptian 
economic growth to hit 3.8% and to reach 4.5% in the FY 2017-2018. 

After a visit by the IMF team to Egypt to review the progress of the economic reform 
program, Chris Jarvis, IMF Mission Chief for Egypt, said Cairo is expected to receive 
$1.25 billion as the second installment of the IMF loan to the nation. According to the 
Egyptian Minister of Finance, the IMF mission praised the economic steps taken so far 
to reform the economy. 

For its part, the World Bank Egypt’s Economic Outlook, issued April 2017, said that 
the country’s move to liberalize the exchange rate was “key step towards restoring 
the competitiveness of the economy and boosting private sector activity.” It stated 
that the GDP is expected to grow by 3.9% in the FY 2017 and “will be largely driven 
by public investment and to some extent net exports.” The WB report indicated that 
“Private investment is expected to pick up only in the second half of FY17, supported 
by enhanced competitiveness following the depreciation of the currency and the gradual 
implementation of business climate reforms.” 
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2017, a year of unprecedented  
discoveries in Egypt

The first quarter of the year 2017 has seen major unprecedented discoveries 
from ancient Egypt. In March 2017, a joint team of Egyptian and German 
archaeologists has unearthed a giant statue for King Psamtek I from the 26th 

Dynasty who ruled between 664-610 BC. The statue is nine meters tall, being 
the largest statue of the Late Period that was ever discovered in Egypt. In 
April, eight mummies and more than 1000 statues were found in a 3500-year 
old tomb in Luxor. The tomb hails from the 18th Dynasty and belonged to a 
nobleman named Userhat who was the city judge. The tomb was also home to 
ten brightly colored coffins and a larger number of small carved figurines. In 
May, Egyptian archaeologists have found a necropolis with 30 mummies in the 
village of Tuna al-Gabal, near the southern city of Menya. This is the first time 
to unearth a tomb with such number of intact mummies for ordinary people 
and in catacombs style. 

On the other hand, Egypt will celebrate the 200th anniversary of Abu Simbel 
Temple by organizing a huge event in October 2017 to coincide with the 
spectacular lighting of the statue of King Ramses II who ruled Egypt between 
1279-1213 BC. A number of world dignitaries are expected to participate in 
the colorful celebration. 

Minister of Antiquities Khaled Al-Anani inside a newly discovered burial site in Minya, Egypt May 13, 2017.
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Egyptian mummies on display
 in Hong Kong Exhibition

The Hong Kong Science Museum will host the “Eternal Life: 
Exploring Ancient Egypt” Exhibition from July 2 to October 18, 
2017. Six mummies and 200 artifacts from ancient Egypt will be 
on display at the event. Visitors will have the chance to explore 
the ancient Egypt civilization through 3D projection mapping, 
virtual reality and holograms. A series of exhibitions on ancient 
Egypt did attract local residents with 700,000 visitors coming to 
the “Sun Festival” held in Chengdu, China in February 2017 on 
the occasion of holding the “Ancient Egypt: a Realm of Pharaohs 
and Deities” Exhibition. 
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Ramadan’s colorful celebrations in Egypt
It is the holy month of Ramadan 

where Muslims all over the world fast 
from dawn to sunset. But in Egypt, 
Ramadan is quite different, as 
Egyptians are known for certain 
colorful traditions during the holy 
month they have preserved over 
the years. Ramadan is the ninth 
month of the Muslim lunar 
year, it is a time of fasting, 
blessings and prayers 
to commemorate the 
revelation of the first 
verses of the Qur’an to 
the Prophet Muhammad 
by the Holy Spirit Gabriel. 
It is a time when Muslims 
refrain from eating during 
daylight hours as an act of 
sacrifice that reminds them of 
the challenges of the poor. The 
daily meals become limited to 
two, the first of which is the 
“iftar” which is breaking 
the fasting that takes 

place immediately with sunset. The 
timing of the second meal - “sohour” 

- is variable according to personal 
preference, but usually delayed as 
much as possible until just before 
dawn. In between “iftar” and 

“sohour”, people are allowed to 
eat

and drink liberally. 
After breaking the fast at 

sunset, the city comes 
to life with different 
activities, shopping 
malls and at the 

hotels, where Ramadan 
theme tents are set up and 
folkloric entertainment is 
held on a nightly basis. The 

mosques are all lit up, shops 
are open almost all night, 

the streets are decorated in 
Ramadan themes, and the 

food displayed in the shops 
is the customary offered 
especially during the 
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holy month. Egypt has 
a different flavor during 

Ramadan. 
The Ramadan Lantern  

The Ramadan Lantern 
“Fanous” is one of the most 

remarkable traditions of Ramadan 
in Egypt. The idea is believed to date 

back to the time of the Fatimid Era, when 
Egyptians flooded to the streets of Cairo at 

night to welcome the arrival of the Fatimid Caliph 
Al-Moez Ledeen-Allah, holding lanterns lit by 

candles, an idea that appealed to the then rulers and 
turned into a tradition in Ramadan. 

The Ramadan Cannon 
Soldiers of the Mamluk Sultan of Egypt Al-Zaher Seif Al-

Din Zenki were testing a cannon which coincided with sunset time 
in Ramadan. The residents of Cairo thought it was a notification of 

“Iftar” (breaking the fast) time, and hence it became a tradition in the 
holy month of Ramadan.  

Al-Mesaharaty (Night Caller)
“Al-Mesaharaty” or the night caller is one of the remaining traditions of 

Ramadan in Egypt: someone walks around the city or village and bangs a drum 
to wake people at late period of the night to prepare for “sohour”, a meal eaten 
before dawn to help people fast in daylight.  

Tourism promotion in Ramadan
To promote tourism in Ramadan, the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism has 

launched a campaign to attract Arab tourists to spend the holy month of 
Ramadan and Eid el-Fitr (feast for breaking the fast) in Egypt. The 
campaign codenamed “Ramadan with us, Eid with us” aims 
at attracting Arab nationals from Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Kuwait, the UAE, and Bahrain to visit 
top tourist destinations in the country. 
Visa on arrival and promotional 
offers are among incentives 
offered to Arab citizens 
to come to the 
nation. 


